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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 080276 
ORIGIN 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-10 EA-09 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
AGRE-00 AID-05 EB-08 USIA-15 COME-OO TRSE-00 
SIG-02 MMO-04 PCH-08 PRS-01 SP-02 /108 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/AGR:JSWOLF/AID/TA/AGR:ERUPPRECHT:DKS 
APPROVED BY IO/AGR:JSWOLF 
IO/AGR:PJBYRNES (SUBS) 

IO/ML:JWASHBURN (SUBS) 

EA/RA:LMCNUTT (SUBS) 

NEA/R A : DMORAN (SUBS) 

ARA/ECP/FDA:LPETERS (SUBS) 

AF/I:LGSHUTLEFF (SUBS) 

EUR/RPE : PMCLEAN (SUBS) 

AID/PPC : MSCHUWEILER 
AID/LADR : DHAIJ (DRAFT) 

AID/ASIA/TD/RD:FRIGGS (DRAFT) 

AID/AFR/DR/ARD:WLEAKE (DRAFT) 

AID/NE/TECFI : ROLS ON (DRAFT) 

AID/MP/A:WFRADENBURG (DRAFT) 

USDA/FAS/RPHILLIPS (PHONE) 

092028Z 011975/42 

R 090128Z APR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

INFO USLO PEKING 

AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST BY POUCH 

AMEMBASSY BANJUL BY POUCH 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT BY POUCH 

USINT BAGHDAD BY POUCH 

XMT USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

USMISSION OECD PARIS 

USMISSION GENEVA 

USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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USMISSION IAEA VIENNA 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
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ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, FAO 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION FOR FAO GLOBAL INFORMATION AND EARLY 
WARNING SYSTEM ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

1 . AT THE REQUEST OF FAO WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO TRY TO 
INCREASE THE FOOD INFORMATION FLOW WHICH SHOULD PROVE 
USEFUL TO BOTH THE U.S. AND THE FAO'S GLOBAL INFORMATION 
AND EARLY WARNING SYSTEM (EWS). 

2. THE EWS WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE FAO COUNCIL TO COLLECT 
AND DISSEMINATE A VARIETY OF DATA ON FOOD OUTLOOK, FOOD 
REQUIREMENTS, FOOD CROPS AND SHORTAGES, AND FOOD SITU- 
ATIONS. MUCH OF THIS DATA IS SUBJECT TO RESTRICTED 
DISTRIBUTION DUE TO THE SENSITIVITIES OF SOME AID RECEIV- 
ING COUNTRIES TO RELEASE OF SUCH INFORMATION. NONETHELESS, 
INCREASING NUMBERS OF SUCH COUNTRIES ARE JOINING THE 
SYSTEM, AND HAVE ESTABLISHED UNITS OR APPOINTED OFFICERS 
TO COLLECT THE APPROPRIATE INFORMATION AND PROVIDE IT TO 
FAO VIA ITS IN-COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE OR OTHER CHANNELS. 
FAO IS PREPARING TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO MSA COUNTRIES 

IN ESTABLISHING SUCH EARLY WARNING UNITS. 

3. FAO AND/OR WORLD FOOD PROGRAM COLLEAGUES IN THE FIELD 
PREPARE MONTHLY FOOD SITUATION REPORTS WHICH ARE SENT TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ROME HEADQUARTERS. IF A POTENTIAL FOOD SUPPLY OR RELATED 
PROBLEM IS INDICATED ROME HEADQUARTERS REQUESTS CLARIFI- 
CATION FROM THE FIELD OR TAKE STEPS TO SEND AN EVALUATOR 
FOR AN ON-THE-SPOT ASSESSMENT. APART FROM THE EWS, 

PRICES, FREIGHT RATES, SUPPLY TRENDS, PRODUCTION ESTI- 
MATES, FOOD AID FLOWS, ETC., ARE MONITORED BY FAO THROUGH 
A VARIETY OF SOURCES. 

4. FAO AND ITS MEMBERS ARE STRIVING TO IMPROVE THE EWS 
ON A PRIORITY BASIS DUE TO CONTINUING FOOD SUPPLY UN- 
CERTAINTIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND ESPECIALLY IN MSA 
COUNTRIES. BOTH THE FAO, EWS AND THE USG COULD BENEFIT 
FROM SHARING MORE INFORMATION ON A REGULAR BASIS. CON- 
GRESS HAS REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN FAO'S GLOBAL 
INFORMATION AND EARLY WARNING SYSTEM. EFFORTS ARE BEING 
MADE TO INCREASE U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THE EWS. USD A 
WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE FAO AND REGULARLY PROVIDES AGRI- 
CULTURAL ATTACHE AND OTHER ROUTINE REPORTS TO FAO. THE 
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FAO PROVIDES REGULAR QUARTERLY AND MONTHLY EWS REPORTS TO 
USG AS WELL AS FOOD SITUATION REPORTS ON SPECIFIC SITUA- 
TIONS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED. IN VIEW OF THE U.S. STRONG INTEREST 

IN THIS PROGRAM MISSIONS SHOULD FOSTER STRONGER COOPERA- 
TIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH FAO FIELD OFFICERS (IF 
ANY). THIS WOULD INCREASE THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
NECESSARY FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE EWS. IN ADDITION, 
MISSIONS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN COUNTRIES FACING ACUTE 
OR RAPIDLY DETERIORATING FOOD SITUATIONS, SHOULD 
IN COURSE OF REGULAR REPORTING SEND INFORMATION COPIES 
OF UNCLASSIFIED CABLES ON FOOD PRODUCTION OR OTHER 
FACTORS AFFECTING FOOD SUFFICIENCY TO ROME FOR RELAY TO 
FAO. SUCH CABLES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED: INFO ROME FODAG 
FAO/EWS. THIS PROCEDURE WOULD NOT RPT NOT APPLY IN 
CASES WHERE MISSIONS HAVE SPECIFIC CONCERNS RELATING TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS DATA. 

6. FOR ROME: DRAWING ON THE SUBSTANCE OF PARA 5, YOU 
MAY INFORM FAO THE U.S. WILL BE WORKING TO INCREASE THE 
FLOW OF INFORMATION TO THE EWS. TO THIS END WE ARE 
ENCOURAGING OUR MISSIONS TO DEVELOP EVEN CLOSER CONTACTS 
WITH FAO FIELD REPRESENTATIVES. FAO MAY WISH TO EMPHASIZE 
THIS COOPERATIVE EFFORT THROUGH ITS OWN CHANNELS. 

VANCE 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED BUCHAREST, BANJUL, BEIRUT AND BAGHDAD. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INFORMATION CONTROL, WARNING SYSTEMS, FOODS 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Drafter: JSWOLF/AID/TA/AGR:ERUPPRECHT:DKS 
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Expiration: 
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From: STATE 
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ISecure: 1 
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